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MAKING THEM HAPPEN.

IMPORTANT

AWARD OPPORTUNITY

The Presidential Award for Excel-
lence in Mathematics and Science
Teaching (PAEMST) is the highest
honors bestowed by the United
States government specifically for K-
12 mathematics and science teach-

ing.

Anyone--principals, teachers, parents,
students, or members of the general
public--may nominate exceptional
mathematics or science (including
computer science) teachers who are
currently teaching grades 7-12 for the
2014-2015 award year. Teachers
may also apply directly at

www.paemst.org.

The Nomination Deadline is April
1, 2015. This date gives the nominat-
ed teacher time to prepare an appli-
cation prior to the application dead-
line. The Application Deadline is
May 1, 2015, for secondary school
teachers (grades 7-12). Elementary
school teachers (grades K-6) are
eligible to apply during the 2015-
2016 program year.

I-STEP READINESS

I-STEP Readiness test on Feb. 12?
View the recorded webinar here:
http://youtu.be/8cbuUw5Dt-E

Did you miss webinars addressing the
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Focus on

Effective Instruction

The focus of this article for this month is Turnaround Principle 3 —Effective Instruction.
Turnaround Principles are not only used as a strategic system to support schools that
may be struggling, but more importantly the eight principles are indicators for high
performing schools. When discussing Turnaround Principle 3 it is important to empha-
size that there are many components that come together to create an environment of
high quality effective best practices that develop into effective instruction. These com-
ponents are outlined in the following reading.

¢ Learning Objectives

Learning objectives must be posted and referred to within the lesson. These set the
tone for students of what students are learning, the purpose, and how it applies to
their life. The learning objective must be clear and measureable. It is essential that
these objectives are aligned to the curriculum, Indiana Academic standards, and also
align to the assessments that the student will be given.

¢ Instructional Strategies

It is important to implement instructional strategies that require active engagement.
Effective instruction demands the use of a variety of instructional and response strat-
egies to meet the needs of multiple learning styles. It is also important for teachers to
utilize student learning data from formal and informal assessments to intentionally
select these strategies to maximize student engagement and growth.

¢ Checking for Understanding

Checks for understanding (CFUs) are often neglected as an essential point within a
lesson to help gauge student understanding or learning to help inform, monitor, and
adjust instruction. Data from CFUs can and should be utilized to select instructional
strategies and develop student groupings. When implemented effectively most stu-
dents will master the objectives on first instruction and those that do not should be
given further support. Administrators should monitor the use of CFUs during informal
walk-throughs and formal observations.

(continued on page 2)


http://www.doe.in.gov/outreach/turnaround-principles/turnaround-principle-3-instruction
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/turnaround-principles/turnaround-principles-rubric-tp-3.pdf
http://youtu.be/8cbuUw5Dt-E
http://www.paemst.org/
http://www.paemst.org/

Focus on Effective Instruction (Continued from page 1)

¢+ Content Knowledge

It is important that all teachers are highly qualified in the area to be taught and
have the necessary content knowledge to support effective instruction. Lessons
need to be relevant rich with relevant standards-based content. The teacher is
effective in approaching the content from multiple angles to support all learning
styles. Also in effective classrooms students are highly engaged and are asking rele-
vant questions that are addressed by the teacher or other students.

¢ Use of Data

Effective teachers have the skills to utilize multiple measures of data which include
diagnostic, formative, and summative data to differentiate and improve student
achievement. It is important to establish a culture that data is reviewed in every
teacher meeting to allow the staff to collaborate as a team to meet the needs of
students. The use of data from CFUs and evidence from student learning can be
utilized to re-teach and spiral as needed. It is essential that data is reviewed in a
systematic way to identify students that are not mastering the basic skills so that
they can be given diagnostic assessment to target their learning needs.

¢ High Expectations

In effective schools and classrooms, teachers hold high expectations for all students
academically and behaviorally. These educators believe that all students can
achieve to the highest potential when provided high quality rigorous instruction. It
is important that depth of knowledge and high level questioning are utilized in in-
struction as required with the new standards as well as the upcoming state assess-
ment. High expectations are also established in not allowing students to give up or
not respond when the work is viewed as too hard. Academic progress is monitored
through discussion of student data with the leadership team. The leadership team
is then able to provide support to classroom teachers and students that have exhib-
ited the greatest need. Also in effective schools, classroom behavior is consistent
throughout the school. Students are taught the skills of self-discipline and self-
management.

Indiana Association for Child Care Resource and Referral
(IACCRR) announces The Child Care Search button, a free
service that directs users to www.childcareindiana.org and
allows your school to partner with the Indiana Association for
Child Care Resource and Referral (IACCRR) and local Child
Care Resource and Referral agencies to help families find high
quality child care and out-of-school time options. Adding the
Child Care Search button to your school website is easy and
FREE! For more information, visit www.iaccir.org and click on
'Link to Us'. For questions, contact the Indiana Association for
Child Care Resource and Referral at datahelp@iaccrr.org.



http://youtu.be/xOJS_G55syo
http://form.jotformpro.com/form/50294989456977
http://form.jotformpro.com/form/50294989456977
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/end-course-assessments-ecas
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/end-course-assessments-ecas
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/end-course-assessments-ecas
http://www.siec.k12.in.us/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=1&Itemid=20
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=27soceuwNpo&feature=player_embedded&list=PLO7UzcrvjMETAYQWyOj6azCpKw2E9wUHE
http://cl.exct.net/?ju=fe3916717467067d761175&ls=fdc515727d63027d7017737066&m=fef31073726d01&l=fe8d1778776d0c7975&s=fdfe15707c66077f73167875&jb=ffcf14&t=

